FOREWORD

^HE AIM of this book is not to provide a com-

"ete outline of English Literature, but simply to

arouse interest. For this reason, the subject has been

pproached from the human angle only. Character has

een made its basis, and our one principle in selecting

Authors and extracts has been to put before the

eginner   only   what   he  or  she  is  likely  to find

teresting.

Beginners are still too often alienated by being
bliged to study an author before they are ready for
j^him. We have an accurate memory of our own school
! days, and one of us since had twelve years* school
practice in starting young beginners upon English
Literature. Both experiences have been used in making
this book. Its sins of omission may and must be griev-
ous : but what it does contain has stood the test of
actual practice. Whatever else it does to the beginner,
it ought not to bore him.

Our plan has been, solely from the beginner's point
of view, to leave the dull authors out, and put the
interesting ones in. Many authors who are absorbingly
interesting at a later stage have been omitted, as have
many of historical importance. The selections and
grouping are entirely arbitrary, and sometimes un-
representative. Still, if we have produced what is, in
the terms of our endeavour, a live and interesting
book, we are unrepentant.
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